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Mr. KING. Mr, President, I ask the attention of the Senate
while I direct their thoughts to a subject which should excite the
interest of all Christian peoples. I'or years the world has been
appalled at the authenticated reports of Turkish atrocities in
Armenia and in various parts of the Turkish Empire. The bar-
barous treatment of the Christian peoples of the Balkan States
provoked wars and finally led to the emancipation of those
States from Ottoman oppression. The reports of the barbarous
treatment inflicted by the Turkish authorities upon Christian
peoples living under the Turkish Government were not exag-
gerated. Indeed, perhaps history will never know all the
bloody and savage deeds that were perpetrated by the Turks
upon the helpless minorities who were under Turkish rule. The
record of the persecution of:the Armenians has been verified so
often that no one attempts to controvert the hideous faets which
have been published to the world.

Prior to the accession to power of what is called the Young
Turks’ régime, organized expeditions were set on foot for the
massacre of the Armenian people. Those familiar with the his-
tory of the Armenian race are filled with admiration because of
their lLeroism and sublime courage and devotion to religious
ideals. At the same time sorrow and indignation arve experi-
enced at the sad fate which has overtaken that unhappy people.
Under the administration of the Turkish Government, after it
had passed into the centrol of the Young Turks, the persecu-
tion of the Armenians was renewed and hundreds of thousands
were massacred and the most barbarous treatment accorded to
those who survived. The remonstrances of the Clhristian na-
tions availed but little, and it became evident that it was the
design of the Turkish Government to exterminate the Armenian
race.

At the outbreak of the World War the remnants of the Arme-
nian race within the limits of the Turkish territory were widely
scattered throughout Asia Minor. During the war they were
placed in a most precarious situation. The Turkish nation gave
support to the Central Empires and waged fierce and relentless
war against the Allies. A portion of the territory occupied by
the Armenians was the theater of conflicts between the Russian
troops and Turkish forces,

Many were drafted into the Turkish Army and gave their
lives upon battle fields and in the deserts and plains of Ana-
tolia. And when the war was in progress the most merci-
less warfare was waged against them. German military au-
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thorities not only connived at but encouraged the ruthless per-
secution of all Armenian people in Asiatic Turkey. Perhaps it
will never be krnown how many were butchered by the Turks
and by the roving bands of Kurds who invaded Turkish terri-
tory occupied by the Armenians. Tens of thousands of men,
women, and children were driven from their homes into the
deserts, where they were subjected to the most brutal treatment,
and where they miserably perished at the hands of cruel guards
and fanatical Turks and roving bands of Kurds, and as a result
of the privations to which they were subjected. No more tragic
page can be found in history than that which records the cruel
and inhuman persecution of the Armenians during the period
of the World War.

I'ollowing the war the survivors of this unhappy race who
were still in Asia Minor attempted to bring together the secat-
tered remnants and organize a government. The work which
they performed was magnificent, and if they had heen accorded
proper support from this and other nations their government
would have survived. It is the earnest prayer of all who love
liberty and religious freedom that there may yet appear a
vigorous and enduring Armeniagn State. Notwithstanding that
recognition was accorded the Republic which the Armenians
established following the war, but little support was given to
it, and the bolshevists upon the north and the barbarous Turks
in Asia Minor have crushed, if not destroyed, it. Moreover,
the remnants of this unhappy race have further been perse-
cuted and their numbers by cruel massacres still further re-
duced.

We often speak of war being Justified in the interest of
humanity. The United States, it is alleged by many, declared
war against Spain because of the brutal and inhuman treat-
ment accorded the people of Cuba, and so waged war in the
interest of humanity. There are causes which justify war. I
respectfully submit that the Christian peoples of the world
ought to have interposed to prevent the recurring massacres of
the Armenian people and the execution of the diabolical pur-
pose of the Ottoman Turks to exterminate the Armenian race.
When the new Armenian Republic was established, and when it
was accorded recognition by this and other nations of the earth,
they should have, in the interest of humanity, exerted their
powerful influence to prevent the Turks from continuing their
merciless war of extermination, which even to the present mo-
ment continues.

Armenia was the outpost of Christianity for centuries. The
invading Mongolians and other Asiatic tribes that inundated
Kurope were stoutly and stubhornly resisted for centuries by
the brave and heroic Armenians. Though repeated tides of
barbarous orientals overwhelined them, their resiliency, their
courage, and their faith enabled them to survive, though their
numbers were constantly reduced. They did not forsake their
religious faith or their ideals, but constantly held aloft the ban-
ner of Christian®y, and sought to maintain the culture, the
traditions, and the civilization of which they were such glorious
a2xponents.

The world seems to have become so indurated by cruelty and
Lloodshed and oppression that a recital of the barbarities now
Seing committed by the Turks arouse but slight interest. If
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resentment is awakened it seems to be only for the moment, and

we lapse into a condition of apathy and regard with but tran-

sient interest conditions which, though tragic and awful, we
affect to believe are inevitable.

With these monstrous crimes against humanity and civiliza-
tion, it were time that the nations of the world should unite in
some bond of union against the barbarities and horrors which
have destroyed peoples and drenched the earth with blood and
tears, and formulate international laws and regulations under
which peace and justice shall be the inheritance of all.

But the Turks have not confined their persecutions in Asia
Minor to the Armenians. They have.inflicted the greatest cruel-
ties upon the Greeks who reside within Turkish territory. The
persecutions of the Pontian Greeks have been indescribably bar-
barous and deadly. Hundreds of thousands of the Greeks of
Pontus have been compelled to'flee to Russia and hundreds of
thousands had been massacred or driven from their homes into
the deserts and waste places where death was to them a re-
lease from the horrors and tortures to which they had been sub-
jected. Even now the persecutions continue, and the Kemalist
government in Anatolia is carrying on in a most bloodthirsty
manner a policy which if unrestrained will culminate in the
extermination of the hundreds of thousands of Greeks who have
built hundreds of cities and towns and villages along the lit-
toral of the Black Sea and who have added to the: wealth and
the prosperity of the Turkish Empire.

Most of the American people are unaware of the extent of
this exterminating crusade which has been waged and is now
being waged against the Greeks of Pontus. At a mass meeting
of American citizens of Greek descent, recently held in New
York City, the following resolutions were adopted :

Whereas positive information from the Ecumenical Patriarchate and
various prominent societies of Pontus Greeks in Constantinople and
elsewhere, including eyewitnesses, proves definitely that the Nationalist
Turks, under Mustapha Kemal Pasha, are carrying out a systematic
extermination, coolly planned years ago, against the unarmed and
loyal civil Greek population of the entire territory within their con-
trol, particularly in the Black Sea littoral;

Whereas the Nationalists, in carrying out their persecution and ex-
termination, have been arresting for months thousands of innocent,
leading Greeks under various false accusations, and have thrown them
into unhygienic jails, subjecting them to indescribable horrors of tor-
ture and torment, as a result of which many have died, then bringing
the survivors to mock trial before the so-called * courts of independ-
ence,” condemned to death 168 Greeks in Amasia early in September,
and have actually hanged 151 of them; similarly 190 others were
hanged in OQrdou and others elsewhere;

Whereas the Nationalists have already deported all the male Greeks
from their homes, killing most of them on the way and forcing the
survivors into inhospitable regions in the interior, such as Harpot and
Malatia and Erzerum, thus condemning them to die of starvation,
exposure, and disease; »

Whereas after the deportation of men the Turks, under the protection
of the law, have looted the Greek stores and houses, thus deprivin
the women and children of all means of livelihood and protection, ang
thereafter have doomed those women and children o destruction,
sending them into the interior in the company of ferocious Turkish

uards, who had absolute control and authority over them, thus sub-
ecting them to every form of cruelty;

Whereas milliong of Americans, including many thousands of Greek
descent from the territories under the Kemalist terror, fought in the
Great War, many making the last sacrifice for the ends our Govern-
ment had in view, one of which was to secure protection, peace, and
IEi;beIt'ty for the Christians and other oppressed races in the Near

ast ;
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Whereas the Kemalists are at present carrying on a wild propaganda
alleging that all these reports of atrocliies, massacres, and deporta-
tions arve fabrications or exaggeralions;

Whereas the ruling Turk, by his continuous misrule, has forfeited, in
the eyes of the civilized world, all right to sclf-government, and much
less can he be trusted any more with the keeping and protection of
other races: Therefore be it .

Resolved, That in the name of common humanity and Christian com-
passion we carnestly and urgently request our Government in Washing-
ton to use its great influence and power that steps may be taken Dby
the representatives of the great powers— .

Tirst. Tor the immediate cessation of all persecution and deportation
of Greeks, Armenians, and other oppressed races by the Nationalist
Turks.

Second. For the immediate return of the surviving deportees to their
homes before the winter sets in and for the restoration of their means
of livelihood.

Third. For the restriction and control by the forces of civilization of
the political power of the Turk, so that permanent protection and rights
of life, honor, and property be secured to the oppressed Greeks, Arme-
niang, and other non-Turkish raceg, yea, even to the Turkish people
themselves. " 5

Fourth. For the appoiutment of an international committee to visit
the afilicted regions and investigate the truth of our complaint and
statement of facts, which ave but a fraction of the horrible truth that
such investigation will bring to light; and be it further

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be sent to the representatives
;)f ttbe powers assembled at the Disarmament Conference in Wash-
ngton.

Prior to the adoption of these resolutions I had received
authentic information concerning the persecutions to which the
Pontian Greeks had been subjected, particularly during and
since the World War, and also the ruthless exterminating policy
which had been inaugurated and was being carried into execu-
tion by the Kematist régime of Anatolia.

Mr. President, the evidence is overwhelming, and to my mind
conclusive, that the statements contained in the resolutions do
not overdraw the picture. Indeed, the situation is far more
tragic than that depicted in the resolutions, Unless some steps
shall be taken by forces outside of Turkey to restrain the bloody
hands of Mustapha Kemal, there would seem to be no hope of
salvation for these unfortunate people, whose only offense is
that they are Christians and have sought to give to Turkey a
civilization and a culture that would lift the Ottoman Turks to
a higher plane, where they might be fit to associate with the
civilized and progressive nations of the world.

On the 14th of December I presented to the Senate the fol-

lowing resolution :

Whereas the treaty between Great Britain, ¥France, Italy, and Japan
on the one part and Turkey on the other part, signed at Sevres on
the 10th daﬁ of August, 1920, makes complete and particular pro-
vision for the protection of racial and religious minorities within
the territory committed to the gsovereignty of Turkey, including
Pontus on the southern littoral of the Black Sea; and

Whereas by article 141 of said treaty Turkey undertook specifically to
assure full and complete protection of life and liberty to all in-
habitants of Turkey, without distinction of birth, nationality, lan-
guage, race, or religion, and in article 144 further undertook to
facilitate the return to their homes and the restoration to their
properties and business of all persons who had become exiles by
reason of the terrorist régime in Turkey during the late war; and

Yhereas, in violation of the stipulation of said treaty and in violation
of the laws and customs of nations and of the qrinciples of national
morality and of- justice recognized by all civilized States, the so-
called Kemalist régime in Anatolia has continued the massacre of
the Christian population of Anatolia, and particularly of the in-
habitants of Pontus, who are of the Greek race and religion, by
which such inbabitants have been deprived nct only of their prop-
erties and business but have been subjected to a system of ruthless
decimation and extermination; and
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Whereas the Government of France has vecognized the Kemalist régime
as the de facto and as the lawful Government of Turkey; and

Whereas the inhabitaats of Pontus have no redress or recourse for pro-
tection and vindication except by appeal to the powers which are
parties to the treaty of Sevres; and

Whereas by article 151 of sald treaty said powers agreced to consult
with the council of the League of Nations upon measures necessary
to guarantee the executjion of part 4 of said treaty, including the
articles aforesaid, and the Turkish Government agreed to accept all
decisions taken in that behalf: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate of the United States expresses abhorrence
and condemnation of the brutal and ruthless persecution of the Greeks
of Pontus by the Government of Kemal Pasha and by Ottoman Turks
in Anatolia, and deplores the failure of the Kuropean powers to take
effective measures to restore and maintain order in Anatolia in con-
formity to the treaty of Sevres, and to exercise the authority reserved
bﬁr said powers in that behalf; and the Senate respectfully requests
that the President of the United States bring the atrocities in Pontus
to the attention of the European powers and the council of the League
of Nations, to the end that adequate and expeditious measures be taken
in accordance with said treaty, to arrest the persecution and ex-
termination of the inbhabitants of Pontus who are of the Greek race
and religion, and generally.to enforce and vindicate the rights ac-
corded racial and religious minorities in Anatolia by the said treaty.

Mr. President, the recitations contained in this resolution are
entirely justified by the records which are available to all who
are desirous of learning the facts. At this point I dcsire to
place in the REcorp a statement made by the Icumenical
Patriarchate under date of October 7, 1921, and addressed to
the high commissioners at Constantinople. Senators will re-
call that Constantinople is now under the control of the allied
Governments, As I remember, three commissioners represent
the allied nations and have practically the political control of
Constantinople.

The Ecumenical Patriarchate, which is the Constantinople
synod of the Greek Orthodex Church, has been brought into
contact with the Kemalist régime and its cruel and merciless
persecutions of the Greeks in Asia Minor, and has from time to
time given out facts with reference thereto.

The Turkish gazettes Ehali and Hihal, appcaring in Samsoun, pub-
lished in their last issues of 18th, 19th, and 25th of September the names
of 3 Armenians and 163 Greeks, and among them those of two Greek
Protestants, one missionary and the other a professor in the American
college at Merzifoun, condemned to death, after a summary and derisory
judgment of the so-called tribunals that ave cstablished by the sovereign
authority which has substituted that of the Sultan. With the exception
of 17 absent persons, among whom the Metropolitan of Amasia, actu-
ally a member of the holy synod, the others were cxecuted. Many
notables and also prelates and other ecclesiastics are included in the
list of victims. . .

This testimony out of a Turkish source confirms the atrocities which
the Ecumenical Patriarchate denounced from time to time since the
armistice, and we do not hesitate now to make kmown to Your Ex-
cellency that, following the news emanating from all parts of the Black
Sea littoral, the deportations and the wholesale executions of our
Christian people continue and extend to a vast zone and that the
women and the children are threatered in their turn by a wholesale
massacre if no one comes to their assistance in time,

It is beyond doubt a system of extermination of Greeks and Arme-
nians to the last through the whole territory of Asia Minor. We may
add that no military necessity, no political precaution of any kind, can
justify or explain the barbarous treatment to which our unhappy de-
portees are submitted; we have no knowledge that the Mussulmans
the territories annexed to Greeece or merely under Greck administration
have gone through any suffering simply because their sympathies are
with the Turks. g

We dare hope that the great powers will decide to take, even before
it is too late, the necessary steps to put an end to these things so con-
trary to the general interest of IKurope, no less than to the senti-
ments animating the Governments of the great liberal nations, in whose

84023—22124



8

name the loftiest principles were announced, but for the application of
which the Christians of the East are still waiting.

Under date of October 19, 1921, the Ecumenical Patriarchate
issued the following supplementary statement:

It is impossible to expose the real situation brought about to the
Christian communities of Asia Minor by the Kemalist régime since
the time of the armistice, especially during the present year, 1921,
because it is impossible to communicate with these communities, for
the reason that their spiritual heads have been dispersed and also
because they are strictly isolated from any outside intercourse.

However, the general lines of the terrible vision of woe that betook
the entire Hellenism of Asia Minor, owing to Mustapha Kemal, are
well known. This tyrant of Asia Minor, a worthy successor in that
land of the Turkish dictators Talahat and Enver, made so conspicuous
during the war, continues the application of the program of.these two
notorious young Turks, by trying to solve the Hellenic question in
Asia Minor through the wholesale extermination of its Greek inhabi-
tants in the same way they once endeavored to solve the Armenian
question by the total annihilation of the Armenian nation. Taking
advantage of the opportunity that was open to him after the armistice,
being that there are no longer in Anatolia any liuropeans or Americans
to witness witlr their own eyes the terrible atrocities, he hastens to
complete the program of extermination of the Hellenism of Asia Minor
as soon as possible before peace 13 concluded and his task left
unfinished.

From information obtained by the Oecumenical Patriarchate from
reliable sources, it is a confirmed fact that all the adult Greek male in-
habitants of the.provinces of Cesarea, Amasia, Neocesarea, Iconium,
Trebizond, Angora, Chaldia, Kolonia, Heliopolis, and Rhodopolis, as
well as of parts of the Provinces of .Cyzicus, Nicomedia, Nice, Chalce-
don. Broussa, Pisidia, and Philadelphia, that are or had been under
the Kemalist yoke, all the male inhabitants from 15 to 60, 65, and 70
Kears have been deported to inhospitable lands in the interior of Asia
{inor to the vilayets of Van, Bitlis, Diarbekir, Erzerum, and Mamu-
retul-Aziz, and so they lost all track of their families. During this
transportation Mustapha Kemal exceeded in savagery the Your urks,
who undertook a similar one during the World War, for, wh le they
were pursuing the annihilation of the deported rather b'fv means of
hunger and thirst and long, forced marches, by means of privations
and sickness, Mustapha Kemal decimates the deported by shells of guns
and machine guns and by wholesale slaughter., We shall mention what
has happened in Samsoun. Three contingents of Greek deportees were
sent from this city to the interior, each consisting of about 1,000 per-
sons. It has been confirmed that at Xavak, a distance of eight hours
from Samsoun, 216 out of the first contingent were killed by the gen-
darmes accompanying these escorts, and 250 from the third. The sec-
ond contingent was also decimated, but the number of kilied is un-
known., Those who are spared either fell in the middle of the road
exhausted from hunger and privations, or died from sufferings in the
locations where they are confined, because, purposely, they are de-
prived of any monetary or other relief on the part of their relatives,
or rot in prisons accused of imaginarg crimes which they have never
committed, By far more painful is the condition of women and chil-
dren left in their homes. I'rom various informations that come from
the provinces, especially from Fontus, and the central sections of Asia
Minor, it has been ascertained that the gendarmes and the thieves
constituting the Turkish bands are reveling in atrocious orgies against
the Christian women, many of whom were ;)X force abducted to Turkish
harems. On the other hand, by the method of requisition, compulsory
taxation, ete., the last penny has been taken away from these families,
and as the Turks are forbidden to buy from them any real or personal
property, these families are deprived of any means to make their living.

But that is not all. At many points, and especially in the vast ex-
tents of the Pontus littoral (Provinces of Amasia, Neocesarea, Chaldia,
Kolonia, and part of Kerasund), even the women and children were de-
ported. How many of them have been saved from the claws of death
is not known. But it is mere than certain that on account of the coming
winter no one among them will survive, and so the humane decision
taken by the League of Nations for the salvation of these deported
women and children will be of no avail. - It is rumored that in this
section more than 180,000 souls perished already, but this number in-
cludes the deceased males as well,

But what is more surprising still is the total destruction of Chris-
tian towns and villages, especially in the districts of Pontus and those
of Nicomedia and Nice, Pisidia and Ileliopolis. It is really amazing
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that the Turks, not satisfied with the extermination of the Christian
fopulation, destroy cvcrythin% standing erect, that the surviving Chris-
ians, if any, may never find trace of their homes. ‘fhus, we learn
that out of the towns and villages of the Provinces of Pontus, which
amount to 338 in the Province of Amasia, to 145 in the Province of
Chaldia, and to 195 in the Province of Neocesarea, all those situated in
a few hours' distance from the shore, and those in the interior have
been destroyed by fires. Out of the said npumber of 338 villages in the
Province of Amasia, only Samsoun, Bafra, Alacham, Amasia, and two,
or at the most three, other maritime settlements are left. Even in the
Province of Nicomedia, in the very gates of the capital city of Con-
iqtanti.nople, many towns and villages belonging to historic Bithynia are
n ruins,

Yet to these trials a new one is added by the ferocious Mustapha
Kemal. The so-called independent courts, founded by him, namely for
trying suspected persons, but in reality for committing official crimes,
since two months now condemn to capital punishment the best Greek
element of Pontus and of the central provinces. In one day alone they
hanged in the square of Samsoun 172 Greeks, doctors, druggists, law-
yers, editors, managers. large estate owners, merchants, clerks, and
among others the over 80-years-old Protosyngellos of the Holy Metropo-
lis of Amasia, the Archimamdrite Platon Kivazides. They also con-
demned to death and hanged the deputy from Trezibond, Mr. Matthew
Cofides, Prof. George Papamarkou, of Samsoun, and Mr. Pantazides,
professor in the American College of\ Merzefoun, and the Protestant
preacher, Paul, of the same college. Aside from this there died in the
prison of Amasia Bishop Zelon Euthymios, and rots in exile in Erze-
roum the Metropolitan of Iconium Prokopios, together with the Ar-
menian Metropolitan of Iconium, and the fate of Bishop Gervasios,
Metropolitan Vicar of the Province of Kolonia, is unknown.

Such is, in general lines, the picture of Hellenism in Asia Minor; no
worse exists in the long history of calamities and sufferings of the
Greek nation,

Pontus, as I have indicated, is a part of Asiatic Turkey, and
the treaty of Sevres did not attempt to detach it from Turkey
or to award it to the Kingdom of Greece. Notwithstanding the
district of Pontus is under Turkish control, those belonging to
the Hellenic nation could not be otherwise than profoundly in-
terested in the Pontian Greeks, though they were subjects of
Turkey and perhaps for an indefinite period might continue
under Turkish rule.

It may be interesting to present some historical facts concern-
ing Pontus and its inhabitants, We must go into the dim past
to get the first historical glimpse of Pontus. The district of
Pontus covers an area of, perhaps, 450 miles easterly and west-
erly and from 75 to 150 or 200 miles northerly and southerly,
bordering upon the southern coast of the Black Sea. The east-
erly limits of Pontus begin but a short distance from Batum,
an important seacoast city upon the Black Sea; and the west-
erly limits extend some little distance beyond the town of
Mezet, which is likewise upon the Black Sea. Hundreds of im-
portant seacoast towns are found within this vast territory,
and there are likewise hundreds of towns and villages scattered
over the entire territory of Pontus. Even in ancient times the
natural resources and riches of Pontus were known, and its
importance as a State was recognized. Its maritime business
was extensive; and its trade and commerce enriched its inhabi-
tants and gave it influence and power among the peoples of
Asia Minor and-southeastern Europe.

Pontus was colonized by the Greeks nearly a thousand years
before Christ; and we are told by some historians that the Argo
nautic expedition of Jason founded the State of Pontus.
The Greeks, even in those early days, were a brave and adven-
turesome people. They loved the sea and established important
cities and towns, not only in the region of the Aigean Sea and
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along Mediterranean coasts, but they planted colonies along the
southern borders of the Black Sea. As early as 756 B. C.
the city of Trapezus—Trebizond—was founded by a colony of
Sinopians ; and we are furnished much information regarding it
by Xenophon in his “Anabasis.” Senators will recall the mem-
orabic mareh of Xenophon and his 10,000 soldiers. They were
hoespitably received by the Greeks of Trapezus. And from
Xenophon we learn that even at that early date considerable
progress had been made in the establishment of Greek colonies
upon the shores of the Black Sea. For hundreds of miles along
the southern coast of the Black Sea and extending some dis-
tance into the interior many colonies of Greeks were established,
beginning nearly a thousand years before Christian era and ex-
tending to a period perhaps later than the birth of Christ.

The inhabitants of this vast region were enterprising and
industrious, and developed a high state of civilization. There
is something remarkable about the Greeks of those early periods.
Their numbers were not great, and they were scattered along
the shores of the Mediterranean Sea and the coasts of the
Zgean Sea, and occupied the southern shores of the Black Sea.
But wherever they were, though separated by lands and seas,
with no organization which bound them into a political union,
they still preserved the ideals and the culture that were de-
veloped in Athens and in the city States of Greece. What we
call Greece, together with the Agean Isles and a portion of Asia
Minor, comprising what are known as the vilayets of Smyrna
and Brusa—that is to say, Greece proper and her great col-
onies—was an inexhaustible treasure house which gave its
riches for the enlightenment and civilization of the world.
Poetry and art and literature and science, these were the prod-
ucts of ancient Greece; and the influence of the Hellenic race
has been felt in all lands, and it has made powerful contribution
to the development and progress of the world.

The Pontian Greeks responded to the best that was produced
in the region of the Aigean Sea, and Pontus became a center of
Greek culture. Nearly 3,000 years have passed since the first
Greek colony was established there, and many of the ancient
settlements exist to this day under the same names and upon
the same sites where they were first established. It is remark-
able that during all the centuries that have intervened, not-
withstanding the long period of Turkish rule, the Pontian
Greeks have preserved their individuality, their language, ahd,
indeed, the ideals and aspirations of the people of the Greek
Nation. Neither persecution nor tides of invasion of other races
have absorbed or destroyed them. They are still Greeks possess-
ing a national spirit and imbued with the ideals of those within
the Greek State.

A people with an historic record of such interest and with
achievements and victories, moral and otherwise, so memorable
are entitled to the admiration and, indeed, the gratitude of
the world, and their destruction would not only be an interna-
tional calamity but it would constitute a crime so frightful, so
colossal, as to call down the wrath of an offended Deity upon the
perpetrators and compel the condemnation of all civilized na-
tions.

When the Roman Empire, seeking world conquest, directed its
legions against Greece and all Hellenic Provinces, Pontus in this
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Roman invasion fell under Roman control. FHowever, the
Roman emperors accepted as autonomous many of the cities of
the Pontus region. When the Hellenization of the eastern
Roman Empire occurred Pontus constituted a part of the Byzan-
tine Empire, and for a considerable period it formed a separate
State under illustrious rulers. Even after the fall of Constan-
tinople, as a result of the assaults of the Turks, the capital
of Pontus withstood their military operations until 1461. With
the fall of Trebizond, the Pontian capital, the Turks inundated
the land. The inhabitants were subjected to persecution and
‘at times to an oppressive servitude; but notwithstanGing the
situation, they maintained their courage, and by their devotion
to Hellenic ideals and by reason of their intellectual superiority
they were often able to blunt the keen edge of persecution and
to secure immunity from destructive Ottoman policies. Their
noble example and integrity and ability impressed and at times
influenced their Turkish oppressors and resulted in periods dur-
ing which, free from persecution, they were able to repair in
part the disasters resulting from Turkish oppression and mis-
rnle. Now and then a Turkish Sultan, more liberal than his
predecessors, would permit freedom of thought and religion and
opportunity for commercial and material development and prog-
ress. But regardless of conditions resulting from Turkish au-
thority, the robust and gallant people mmntained their religious
faith, their ideals, and their national spirit, and those qualities
wh:ch have preserved them as a people in all the dark days
through which they have passed. They have maintained to
this day their lIanguage, their culture, and their traditions, and
it is significant that the Greek lan;,uﬂge spoken in Pontus to-
day abounds in archaic expressions—a faet which is charac-
teristic of the perseverance by which they have clung to their
national language and faith.

But the periods during which they were free from cruel
persecutions were of short duration. The Turkish governors
and military authorities were from time to time engaged in
massacres and the most horrible and cruel persecutions. Thou-
sands of young men would be seized and forced into the military
service and into the Janissaries. Young girls would be forcibly
seized and become the victims of a cruel and beastly soldiery,
while others were carried away and placed in the harems of
Turkish lords and rulers. Efforts would be made to force an
abandonment of the Greek language, and to accomplish this end
the tongues of the children would be cut out. It was thought
that if they could not speak their language would be forgotten
and the next generation would accept the Turkish language.

These persecutions prevented that increase in the population
of Pontus which otherwise would have resulted. Jlowever,
about the middle of the nineteenth century the population was
approximately 1,000,000, With the waning power of the
Turkish Empire, the persecutions of the Greek:s and the Arme-
nians increased, and in some sections and cities the populations
were practically destroyed. So eruel and bitter had become the
persecutions that many thousands were compelled to leave
Pontus during the middle of the nineteeth century and they
sought an asylum in southern Russia. Perhaps the number who
have fled from Pontus and have taken refuge in Russia during
this period and up to the present time would approximate
300,000,
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Many of the Pontian Greeks who were unable to flee were
butchered, and in some sections, in order to save themselves
from extermination, there were wholesale professed conversions
to Mohammedanism. It is recorded that in the seventeenth
century in the region south and east of Trapezus nearly 200,000
of the inhabitants professed Mohammedanism when it became
certain that their destruction was inevitable unless this course
was pursued. However, though the people accepted Moham-
medanism in name, they preserved their Bibles and relics of
Chyristian worship, and their faith in Christianity was not ex-
tinguished ; and in their homes they also maintained Greek
customs and spoke the Greek dialect of Pontus. There are ex-
amples of persons who were forced to profess Mohammedanism
and who during the remainder of their lives continued the wor-
ship of God in underground retreats and taught their children
the Christian faith.

The Christian powers of Furope from time to time remon-
strated with the Turkish Government because of its persecu-
tion of its Christian subjects. Reforms were promised but sel-
dom instituted. In 1836 the demands-of the Christian nations
of Europe were heeded by the Turkish Government and liberty
of conscience was proclaimed. Even then persecutions con-
tinued and thousands of Christians were murdered and tens of
thousands driven from their homes and subjected to the most
barbarous treatment,

In 1865 European ambassadors at Corstantinople intervened
and the Turkish Government promised religious liberty. Fol-
lowing this thousands of Greeks who had been forced to profess
Mohammedanism joyously affirmed their faith in the religion
of their fathers and openly gave adherence to the Greek Ortho-
dox Church. The Turks, perceiving that they had been unable
to destroy the faith of the Pontian Greeks, as well as the Ilel-
lenic peoples in other parts of Asia Minor, renewed their per-
secutions notwithstanding their promises of political and re-
ligious liberty.

In 1908 massacres were begun in various parts of Asia Minor,
As a result of the oppression and atrocities of the Turkish Gov-
ernment, the Greek population of Pontus had been reduced at
the outbreak of the World War to but slightly more than one-
half million, It was shown at the peace conference that the
compact Greek population in the Province of Trapezus
amounted to but 350,000. Among these people there were 754
Greek schools, with an attendance of more than 37,000 pupils.
There were also within this district a large number of Arme-
niang. The latter have been practically exterminated, and the
work of exterminating the Greeks of this district is now being
continued. _

When the Young Turks obtained control of the Government
in 1908, there was a change in the policy of dealing with the
Christian subjects of the Sultan. They began boycotting the
Greeks and Armenians and excited Mussulman mobs to attack
and kill the people and destroy their homes. Whatever privi-
leges had heen accorded under the pressure of Christian na-
tions were revoked. Thousands of Greeks were forced into
“labor battalions,” so called, where they speedily lost their
lives. Gen. von Sanders Pasha, a German officer, aided in the
execution of a plan by which the collective annihilation of the
inhabitants could be effectuated. This plan was koown as
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“ deportation for strategic reasons.” It was applied during the
Balkan Wars, but when the World War began it was extensively
employed in all parts of Asia Minor where there were Greek
populations. Under this plan the Christian population were
driven from their homes into the waste and desert lands of
Asia Minor, where they were left to perish for want of food and
from the inclemencies of the weather, or to fall victims to the
murderous assaulfs of irregular troops and bandits and savage
Kurds who infested the mountains and the plains. Urder this
plan more than 1,500,000 Christian Greeks and Armenians were
destroyed. Their bleached bones lie in the mountain passes and
on the deserts and plains of Anatolia. Their blood which
drenched the soil cries aloud for vengeance.

In addition to the hundreds of thousands thus destroyed, tens
of thousands of the males were forced into the army or into the
“labor battalions,” and it is known that most of them came to
untimely ends.

When Turkey signed the armistice, the persecutions which
had continued up until that time ceased. The military and
political authorities undoubtedly believed that if they continued
this extérminating policy the dictated terms of the peace con-
ference would be more severe. They hoped by an abandonment
of their cruel policy to find some little favor in the eyes of the
conquering nations. But after the treaty of Sevres was signed,
and it appeared that some of the European powers were indif-
ferent to the execution of its terms, and when Mustapha Kemal
became powerful enough to attack the treaty, to violate its
terms, and to wage war upon Greece, there was a revival of the
cruelties and persecutions not only of the Pontian Greeks but
of all the Christian peoples within the Turkish territory.

These renewed persecutions by Kemal Pasha led the Ecu-
menical Patriarchate to appeal to the English and American
churches and also invoke the intervention of the League of
Nations, urging that steps be taken to prevent the entire de-
struetion of the Christian populations of Turkey. In addition,
the address which I have heretofore called attention to and
placed in the Rxcorp, was issued to the high commissioners of
Constantinople.

If time permitted, I could place hefore the Senate testimony
which could not be contradicted, in corroboration of the state-
ments herein made and referred to concerning the past atrocities
of the Turks and the present barbarities of the Kemalist
régime.

I have here the names of a large number of cities, towns,
and villages within the districts of Amissos and Kavzas, to-
gether with the number of families that resided therein, all of
which have recently been destroyed and the population either
massacred or driven into the wilds of Anatolia, where those
who have not yet been destroyed must perish during the present
winter. The information relative to the destruction of these
places was furnished by refugees of Pontus and submitted to
the Pontian League of Athens as well as to the Pontian League
of New York. The number of places destroyed in the district
of Amissos was 59 and the number of families either killed
or banished amounted to 2,360. In the district of Kavzas the
number of places destroyed was 26 and the number of families
either butchered or driven into the mountains and deserts
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amounted to 1,866. The affidavits state that the number of
persons exterminated in these villages amounts to 6,401. lL.et
it be remembered that these barbarities have been recently
committed—oprobably most of them within the past four
months—and the work of destruction is still carried on by the
Kemalist forces in all parts of Pontus, as well as in all parts of
Anatolia where Christian populations are to be found and the
Turks are in control. If the Irench troops and the Greek
armies were to be withdrawn, the entire Christian popula-
tion of Asiatic Turkey would doubtless be exterminated.

Mr. J. Zervos, head of the Hellenic mission of relief to the
Greeks in Pontus, Caucasus, and Southern Russia, made a report
to the Philological Society “ Parnassos” at Athens on the 18th
of October, 1919, showing the work of destruction then being
wrought in Pontus by the Turks. In his report he directs atten-
tion to a subject to which I have briefly referved in thig
language:

It is a well-known fact that this large Greek population having a
common origin and an unbroken historical continuity from the oldest
times to this day, speaks a highly interesting archaic Creck idiom and
preserves admirabie folk songs, folklore, pure Greek traditions which
go as far back as tbe Byzantine Hellenism and the hoariest antiquity.

The local customs are purely Greek; the people are characterized by a
strong national consciousness and an earnest patriotism.

He refers to the régime of terror and the sinister activities
for tlie purpose of destroying all traces of Hellenisin in the
Pontus region. Attention is called to the report of the Metro-
politan of Trebizond to the Patriarchate, in which that eminent
prelate stated:

While the Greek ecclesiastical authorities of this diocese were doing
everything in theii power to protect the Mussulman clement of the
Vilayet of Trebizond and after autbhority of the Russian Government
were reinstalling the same in their homes with great difficulties and
underhand opposition, the Turkish Government, at the same time, was
wresting my flock from their homes, driving them cattle-like across
fmpassable mountains in the heart of a severe winter—

This ecclesiast also refers to the persecutions following the re-
treat of the Russians and declares that they were——
carried out with increased fury by the very Furks who had received pro-
tection and all sorts of benefits at the hands of the Greeks during the
Russian oceupation.

The Rev. Panaretos, formerly abbot of the Monastery of
St. John of Vazelon, who traveled extensively through the
whole of Pontus early in 1919, at the request of the committee
of the Pontus Greeks, in order to obtain information concerning
conditions, states that the diocese of Amassia before the war
had a population of 136,768, with 393 schools and 12,360 pupils
and 493 teachers, 498 churches, two bishops, 19 suffragans, and
518 priests, and that at the time of his visit 72,395 of this
number had been deported or exiled, 70 per cent of whom died
in exile or during their deportation. He further says that less
than 30 per cent of the deported ones had returned to their
devastated homes after the armistice. He also states that 140
villages had been completely destroyed in the same section, that
the Greek village of Cadikeuy, numbering 3,640 souls before de-
portation had been enforced, at the time of his visit had only
810 inhabitants, and there remained but 100 houses out of 450,
and of the former number many were partly destroyed.

He further states in his report that he visited Ordou, in the
diocese of Neokaisarea, which numbered before the war 14
towns, 166 villages, 1 secondary school, 18 grammar schooly, 173
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primary schools, and a Greek population of 87,457. At the time
of his visit 25,000 of this number had been deported, mainly
from the communities along the coast, into the interior, and
2,700 had been taken to Russia. This prelate declares that the
persecution was still raging and that the ‘“loss of life and
property was appalling.” In those places where deportation
had not been ordered the loss of life was great, and 50 per
cent of the Greek population had died as a result of the hard-
ships, beatings, and imprisonment to which they had been sub-
jected by the Turkish gendarmerie and officials who terrorized
the country.

Referring to that part of the coast visited by him he states
that “all trace of the once flourishing villagers has disappeared.
Out of the 25,000 deported only 6 per cent of the villagers and
35 per cent of the townspeople have been saved, mere shadows
in rags and living witnesses of Turkish barbarism. Through-
out the diocese 20 priests were shot or hanged or burnt or
buried alive.” This reverend man declares that “in the midst
of this desolation the Greek race shows its vitality; a com-
munity has again been started, schools have been opened, or-
phanges founded where the orphans—victims of the persecu-
tion—find shelter. The orphanage of the community cares for
106 orphans, and their number is steadily increasing. The cen-
tral committee for relief to the Greek deportees had sent from
Constantinople up to the time of our arrival at Ordou Ltgs.
1,500, and the American Committee for Relief in the Near Ilast
had given Ltqgs. 3,300. The Greek Red Cross has also helped in
the way of medicines and clothing.”

Senators will remember that these conditions existed early
in 1919. The persecutions have continued since that period,
and, as' I have stated, under the Kemalist régime they have
been more violent and deadly than before. Rev. Panaretos fur-
ther states in his report that on the 17th of April, 1919, he
called at Poulandjak, a Greek town which before the war num-
bered 38,600 inhabitants, with numerous villages in close prox-
imity. The inhabitants of this small section had been com-
pelled to go into exile in 1917, and that after the armistice only
1,500 were alive to return. Those who did return found their
houses destroyed and all of the Greek villages in ruins. How-
ever, with courage the survivors began the work of reconstruc-
tion, opened an orphanage, formed a community, elected their
elders and school board, and founded a charitable society which
at the time the reverend father was there was organizing vari-
ous forms of entertainment for the benefit of the orphanage and
the suffering people.

From this scene of desolation he went to Kerassound, an
extensive diocese, which before the war contained 2 towns,
14 small towns, 266 villages, with a total Greek population of
167,450. He states that of this number 45,000 were compelled
during the armistice to seek refuge in Russia and more than
90,000 were deported by the Turks into the interior of Asia
Minor. He declares that 80 per cent of the deportees died of
hunger, hardship, and cruel treatment, and that only 7,500 at
the time of his visit had returned. Many were hanged without
cause, large numbers butchered in cold blood by the Turkish
gendarmes and soldiers, and hundreds murdered by Turkish
refugees. Every Greek village in the district .had been de-
stroyed, many of them being razed to the ground.
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Mr. Zervos-in hig report refers to the fiendish methods em-
ployed to exterminate Hellenism in Asia Minor. He states that
the Turks deported and exiled the Greeks during the winter,
denying them any food or clothing, and the soldiers and offi-
cialg convoying the deportees and the exiles refused to permit
their victims to camp near inhabited places, {heir object being
to expose them to cold and hunger in order that their death
might more quickly be brought about. He calls attention to
the fact that little children and the old, infirm. and sick were
abandoned in the ravines and the woods, where they died either
of hunger and exposure or from the bayonets of the Turks.
“At every step the traveler now finds the skeletons of Greeks
who thusg suffered martyrdom.”

Those who read these reports will be filled with horror and
indignation. It seems as though every device of refined cruelty
was employed by the heartless and bloodthirsty Turks to inflict
suffering upon the unhappy people who were their victims,
Mr. Zervos states that of the 600,000 Pontian Greeks who were
living in their homes at the beginning of the Iluropean war, at
least 235,000 were butchered or came to their death through
famine and hardship following deportations and that 80,000
succeeded in escaping to the Caucasus, where they are refugees
and suffering a wretched existence. Senators will remember
that Mr. Zervos speaks of conditions prior to his report in
October, 1918; Turkish atrocities have destroyed thousands of
starving and exiled victims. It is certain that most of the
Greek population of Pontus who were still living when Mr.
Zervos made his report have been destroyed by the Turks and
the Kemalist forces.

In 1919 the Greek Patriarchate published to the world a re-
port of 147 pages, which I have before me, in which there is
much detailed information concerning the persecutions of the
Greek population of Turkey between 1914 and 1918. The
American people and all Christian nations should become
familiar with this report, as well as with the unimpeachable
testimony which establishes the cruelties and atrocities which
have been inflicted upon the unhappy Christian people of Asia
Minor. 'The unspeakable acts of cruelty are so revolting that
one can not read these pages except with horror. The savagery,
the beastly and horrible cruelty upor the part of the Turks
scarcely find parallel in the darkest and foulest days that have
come to man. My eye rests upon these lines, which refer to a
small district near the monastry of Vazelon:

The metropolitan of Rodopolis, Monseigneur Cyril, wrote on the 12th
of November, 1918, the following:

“ One shudders at the accounts given of the atrocities committeed and
the number of vietims. No less than 487 persons, who had hidden in
the mountains, grottos, and subterraneous caves, were.savagely mas-
sacred. Among these victims were 14 young girls who had sought

refuge in the monastery of Vazelon, where the Turks, after first vio-
lating these unfortunate creatures, mutilated them in a horrible way.”

Churches and monasteries where women and children sought
refuge were invaded and after pillaging and plundering every-
thing portable the women and children were butchered or burned
in the flaming buildings. The Turkish commander of the
Kayoler-Han post ordered the monastery of Vazelon to be sur-
rounded, and all who were therein—the monks, T80 Greek
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refugees, and 29 Armenians—to abandon it, refusing the pleas
of the inviolability of the monastry, which was protected by
imperial decree. The commandeér then ordered troops to enter,
all furniture and other treasures, including the archives,
Bibles, and manuscripts, were-either carried away or burned,
and the church desecrated and destroyed., The nuns of a
convent situated a short distance from the monastery were car-
ried away and met with a most horrible end.

Out of 1,250 inhabitants of Elevi only 150 survived. From
the district of Tripoli, numbering 30,000 people, only 1,500 to
2,000 escaped destruction. Let me read from page 126 of this
report :

Speaking of the community of Ounia, it is stated that after deporta-
tions began in 1917 the gendarmes beat and plundered the inhabitants
and scattered them between Castmbol, Zile, and other parts. Many
Christians, in order to escape from the tyranny of the Turks, too
shelter in the woods, where they. dwelt for several months. Three
hundred of them, in a most piteous state, went to Trebizond and
thence to Russia.

A letter written from Ounia states:

Shortly before our expulsion a detachment of troops arrived. Ismail
Bey, a Circassian, was at the head of these savage hordes of Kurds.
After having brought as many men as he could together, he shut them
up in a house and dispatched them by groups of two or three at a time
to the slaughterhouse he had prepared beforehand.

What happened to the women and children after that is also heyond
description. All the nice-looking women and girls belonging to these
unfortunate peasants were raped and dishonored. Some managed to
flee to the mountains, part were saved; others died of hunger; and
others returned again, only to be murdered. But even the men, women,
and children who survived did not fare much better. At first they were
dispersed to the surrounding Turkish villages, where they were treated
as slaves. A few months later on they were exiled to the interior of
Asia Minor.

In the prosperous community of Rize the Turks destroyed all
Greek property and massacred and deported all Greeks except
four.

In concluding this report, the patriarchate states that when
it submitted complaints to the sovereign nothing resulted. Con-
tinuing, the patriarchate appeals to the great powers—
demanding protection and intervention in the name of humanity, in
that of civilization and Jjustice, in the name of the many treaties
whereby the existence of the Christians in the world has been guaran-
teed, beseeching them to prevent the accomplishment of that which 11
centuries of tyranny never dared to dream of.

In the issue of the New York Times, bearing date of Decem-
ber 11, 1921, there appears a dispatch from Paris referring to
the Turkish nationalist plans and activities in Cilicia. The dis-
pateh is based upon a statement appearing in the Eclair, a
paper whose editor is said to be a close personal friend of
Premier Briand. The Paris dispatch proceeds:

The story is more surprising because it seems to support the British
contention that the accord signed last October between the Angora
Government and M. Franklin Bouillon for France would imperil the
safety not only of Christians but of proally Mussulmans in the tevri-
tories evacuated by France,

It will be recalled by Senators that there was criticism in the
United States and doubtless in certain parts of Iurope because
of ‘the apparent purpose of France to repudiate the Sevres
treaty and to enter into a separate agreement with the Kemalist
Government. Great Britain, as indicated, did not look iwith
favor upon this course. I am not able to state that Great
Britain desired to adhere to the Sevres treaty, although my
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impression is that the British Government would have been en-
tively satisfied to join with the allied nations who participated
in the treaty of Sevres in compelling the Turks to execute
its provisions. The Eclaire's account of what is now occurring
is as follows:

Already the Kemalists are sending numerous convoys of Christians
through Sivas toward we know not what place of exile or death. All
the privileges accorded by the Sultans to the Christians have been taken
away and those promised by the Kemalists have not been accorded.
At Adana, in Cilicia, and even on the frontiers of Syria an organiza-
tion called the Club of National Vengeance, which is an offshoot of the
Club of Union and Progress, is showing the greatest hostility not only
against Christians but also against those Mussulmans who made the
mistake of believing in ¥rench protection. Large numbers of these
Mussulmans arve taking refuge in Syria and are protesting that they
should have been placed under the protection of the Sultan when the
French withdrew from the district and not given over to the Kemalist
brigands.

The article further continues and quotes from Kemalist news-
papers, all of which are printed in red ink, and which indicate
that Kemal Pasha is counting .on recruiting 50,000 fresh sol-
diers from Cilicia to aid in an offensive against the Greeks.
Reference is also made to another advantage which the Kemal-
ists expect to derive from the agreement with France, namely,
that they will be able to utilize the railway systems of southern
Asia Minor for military operations and make Adana a hase
from which they 'can conduct an aggressive war. This article
condemns the French agreement with the Kemalists and points
to the dangers which it lays upon the French protectorate of
Syria.

‘I call particular attention to the statement that not only is
there the greatest hostility toward Christians but also such Mus-
sulmans as believed that the French would afford protection to
them against their coreligionists. It would appear from the
situation here indicated that the Kemalists, relieved from. fur-
ther military operations, offensive or defensive, against the
French, consider themselves free to strengthen their military
forces for the purpose of driving the Greek forces from Asia
Minor.

This account also, it seems to me, supports the view that the
Kemalist régime intends to exterminate all Christian peoples
in Asia Minor. They have practically destroyed the Armenians
in Asiatic Turkey and have either murdered or driven from
their homes nearly a million Pontian Greeks. In other parts
of Asia Minor there were hundreds of thousands of Greeks
residing at the outbreak of the World War, and large numbers
of them have been deported and murdered and tens of thou-
sands have been compelled to take refuge in the regions of
Smyrna and in Greece proper. If the allied nations had en-
forced the treaty of Sevres, the atrocities now being committed
would never have occurred. I fear that the alied nations, par-
ties ‘to this treaty, have failed to perform the high and re-
sponsible duty resting upon them in dealing with the defeated
Turkish Empire and its nationals.

The civilized world insisted that there should no longer be
Turkish rule in any part of Europe, that the Turkish State
should be limited to certain portions of Asia Minor, generally
described as Anatolia, and that it should give guaranties for
the protection of the Christian peoples living within its borders.
It would appear that jealousies entered into the counsels of
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